
  

 
Tuesday 1st September 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Re: Arrangements for school reopening fully in September 
 
 
I hope that you have all been able to enjoy the summer holidays and are all remaining safe and well as 
things slowly return to some sense of normality.  
 
Following the government’s announcement that schools would reopen fully in September, we have 
worked though all of the guidance provided and have carried out a meticulous risk assessment process. 
Last week, the CEO of our multi-academy trust met with the Director of Public Health, Cumbria and so 
I waited for the outcomes of that meeting before writing to you. I am now able to share with you the 
arrangements we have made and the measures we have implemented to ensure the safety of all 
children, families and staff, when school reopens on Thursday 3rd September.  
 
We understand that the return to school is vital for your child’s education and wellbeing; therefore, we 
will ensure that all pupils can return in the Autumn term and do so safely. While the risk to children 
becoming severely unwell due to coronavirus is considered to be low, we will continue to put social 
distancing and infection control measures in place, in line with the results of the relevant risk 
assessments, to help keep all members of our school community safe. As you are aware, we opened 
to all year groups, on a part time basis, in July and were very pleased that our procedures worked 
seamlessly and the children acted in a very responsible way at all times. On Thursday, we will open to 
all children and so will need to alter our systems and procedures slightly so that we can safely 
accommodate all children at one time.  You will be aware that we cannot guarantee that your children 
will adhere to social distancing at all times in school, children are naturally drawn to each other, but we 
have put in place every measure we can to ensure their safety on our site.  
 
Attendance for all pupils is mandatory from the beginning of the Autumn term, including for pupils who 
have, so far, been advised to shield at home. Pupils who are self-isolating due to presenting with 
symptoms of coronavirus, or have been exposed to somebody presenting with symptoms of 
coronavirus, must not attend school until the self-isolation period has passed or they test negative for 
coronavirus. If your child presents with coronavirus symptoms, the self-isolation period is seven days; if 
a member of your household presents with coronavirus symptoms, the self-isolation period for your child 
is 14 days. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  Arriving at school 
 
 
All children should arrive at school between 8.45 - 8.55 
 
Yr 3, 4 and 5 children Should enter the school site through the Jarrow st entrance and enter the 
playground gate leaving their parents at that point. Unfortunately, we are not able to admit Junior 
parents/carers to the site in the mornings as we must adhere to social distancing guidelines. Children 
will not play in the playground but will line up outside their year group door and will be guided straight 
into class. Children can be collected from their classroom door at the end of school by one adult per 
child. 
 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children:  Should enter school through the Jarrow st entrance and line 
up with only one adult per child outside their classroom following social distancing rules. Children can 
be collected from their classroom door at the end of school by one adult per child. 
 
Nursery and pre-school: (all children should arrive for 8:45 am mornings and 12:15pm 
afternoons) 
All children should line up outside the Greengate st entrance by pre-school following the one-way 
system in, at the school office gates, and out, at the end of the building, and following social distancing 
rules. Children can be collected from their classroom door at the end of school by one adult per child. 
 
Breakfast Club will re-start on Monday 14th September available from 8am. Please bring children to 
the old yellow classroom door (classroom nearest to the hall from the playground) and hand them over 
to a member of breakfast club staff as parents will not be allowed in the school  building. At 8.45 children 
will be escorted to their classrooms where they will be supervised by class teachers.  
 
School Uniform - all children must wear school uniform. PE kit should be brought to school in their PE 
bag and children will change into this for PE lessons. 
 
Drinks Bottles – children will be required to bring their own drinks bottle to school each day. This can 
be refilled, with water, by a member of staff if necessary. 
 
School Meals – These are provided for children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. Children in Years 3-
5 and pre-school and nursery can order them via Parentpay up to midnight the night before or bring 
their own packed lunch from home. 
 
Parentpay – we know from experience that getting Parentpay set up can sometimes cause initial 
problems. If the system isn’t working for you please don’t panic just call our school office any time from 
10am on Tuesday 1st September and staff will be happy to help. 
 
 

Organisation of teaching and learning 
 
Consistent groups will be enforced when pupils return to school at the start of the Autumn term. 
Teaching will be carried out in ‘year group bubbles.’  This means that children will only be taught in with 
other children from their year group and will not mix with children from other groups at break times or 
lunchtimes. We aim for this arrangement to help reduce the risk of coronavirus transmission by limiting 
the number of people pupils encounter throughout the school day. Enforcing strict group arrangements 
will also help us reduce the number of people who will be asked to self-isolate should a member of the 
group become ill with coronavirus. 
 
Supporting pupils with SEND 
We understand that some pupils with complex needs may find this transition back into school and a new 
routine challenging or stressful; however, we are committed to supporting each individual child fully as 
they return to school. To help support any of our children with SEND transition back into school, I will 
meet with our SENCO, Miss Parrington, to discuss additional provision which may need to be put into 
place. If you have any concerns about your child’s specific needs, please do not hesitate to contact 
either Miss Parrington senco@parkside-academy.co.uk  We will continue to provide educational and 
care support as normal to pupils who require it. 
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Social and Emotional Support will also be made available to our children who may have experienced 
anxiety or trauma during the pandemic. We do not underestimate how difficult the recent weeks may have 
been for your children and we will all have been touched in some way by the coronavirus pandemic. We 
recognise the need to support our pupils’ emotional wellbeing as they return to school life.  
 
Afterschool Club – will be available from 3.00 – 5.00 daily from Monday 7th September. Afterschool Club 
places will be limited and places must be booked, children cannot just turn up on the day as we will 
not be able to guarantee appropriate staffing levels. Please contact the school office to book places. Children 
will exit the school building through the pre-school door on off Greengate st. 
 
Extra Curricular Clubs – a timetable of clubs will be sent to you within the first couple of weeks of term. Our 
clubs offer will be limited initially as clubs will be year group based. 
 
Infection control and social distancing measures 
 
It is important that we maintain proportionate infection control and social distancing measures when we 
welcome back all pupils and staff from the start of the Autumn term. To ensure everyone’s safety, we will be 
enforcing the following as part of our risk management plan: 

 Anyone who is unwell and displaying symptoms of coronavirus will be asked to stay at home for seven 

days. 

 Robust hand and respiratory hygiene practises will be encouraged and enforced. 

 Enhanced cleaning will be undertaken as necessary, including cleaning any frequently touched 

surfaces throughout the day. 

 The NHS ‘Test and Trace’ system will be actively used and followed. 

 Limitations will be placed on the number of people staff and pupils encounter during the school day. 

 Large gatherings will be avoided, e.g. assemblies. 

 Pupils will be grouped together and will remain in these groups. 

 Contact between groups will be avoided. 

 Classrooms will be arranged to allow for social distancing and desks will be faced forwards to 

minimise face-to-face interaction between pupils. 

 Pupils will be asked to remain at least two metres away from members of staff, where practicable. 

Should any of the above protective measures change at any time, including the need to close the school due 
to a local lockdown, we will contact you via text and email as soon as possible. 
 
If your child becomes unwell 
 
If your child becomes unwell at school and develops a new, continuous cough, a high temperature, or a loss 
of, or change in, their normal sense of smell or taste, they will be sent home immediately. They will self-
isolate within the school and be supervised until they can be collected. We will contact you via telephone as 
soon as possible should your child need to go home. 
 
If we do not have your up-to-date contact details, please contact the school office as soon as possible 
to notify us of any changes. 
 
If your child becomes unwell at home and is presenting with symptoms of coronavirus (listed above), we ask 
that your child does not attend school and instead stays at home for the next seven days or until they test 
negative for coronavirus. We encourage all parents whose child is presenting with coronavirus symptoms to 
get their child tested and, where required, their family. 
 
Please contact the school office via telephone before 8:40am to notify us that your child will not be 
attending. We also ask that you notify the school office as soon as possible with the results of any coronavirus 
tests your child has undertaken. 
 
 
 



More information regarding symptoms and actions can be found on the NHS website 
(https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/). 
 
If you think your child may have been exposed to or has coronavirus, please contact the school on 01229 
828348   at the earliest opportunity. 
 
All staff and pupils will have access to testing if they develop symptoms of coronavirus, and rapid action will 
be taken should any test come back positive, to ensure that the school continues to be a safe environment. 
The affected pupil or member of staff will be required to self-isolate at home for 14 days, as will any pupils 
and members of staff they have been in close contact with (e.g. the rest of the pupil’s group). 
 
As an important part of our school community, I would ask that you continue to encourage good infection 
control practices at home, such as thorough handwashing, and keep your child informed about the things 
they can do to discourage the spread of infection. 
 
 
I hope that this letter provides you with the information you need to support your child’s return to school. We 
are really looking forward to seeing you all again and getting back to exciting teaching and learning, safely. 
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us. We will be happy to answer any queries you 
have or provide any further assurance we able to. 
 
 
Yours Faithfully, 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Mrs Caroline Walker  
Headteacher 
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